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fact that in making Berlin the capital of a new Germany, 

I I "Germany" in the city where those memories were p 
and now no one seems to know which memory is rea 

I 
"being German" is supposed to mean, or what Germa 

"I 
mainly the stuff of West German campaign speeches, because 

to dismiss the last forty or fifty or sixty years. the idea of keeping the size and shape and status of "Germanyn 
open was a convenient Cold War notion and a convenient politi- 

cY, 
I I 
I I. c a l , n ~ t i ~ a ,  The irony is that it lasted long after anyone on either 

Legally, Berlin was always the capital. Bonn was a 

1 of what until last year were the occupying armies 

1 Germany could go about its business as a country 
cisely being one. The constitution named Bonn to 

place was not the least of those uses; no one else 
Bonn, certainly not the reporters who had to cover 

I 

anorher in running Germany, and for them the 
's paradise, Deputies and ministers and impor- 

I real country, too. The rhetoric 04 pa-& ,who kept their wives and families at home in 
I 
l 

a new city and had nothing to do 

I 
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dred years, and Helmut Kohl, who dreamed publicly es, and Hanseatic states of "Germany" and put them 
itably about reclaiming Berlin for "democracy, " razed 
a hundred beautiful old Bonn houses to expand the 
m e n  the Wall came down, and in the public min 

d was a Bonn advocate, told me before I came here to 
in he excitement of Berlin, what a critical symbolic 

sans and the Berlin partisans which started then-anany 
cma 

anyone anticipated that three hundred thousand Eas 

weeks, and make the promise of a quick unification the 
to keep the rest of them home. 

The fact that Berlin was the de facto capital of h e  new 
was in most ways beside the point of the argument; cQn 
and certainly provisional constitutions, change. The a 
about politics, and about money, but mainly it was a 

e Hessen office of the Data Protection k e n -  

cloned for a city whose history and uinstimm pohted 
eastward. It was a way of wondering whether a 

Trains ran and planesJflew and roads were 

as& far a German politician to 

politics or the chwd OB jzls 


